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TOKYO EBISU APPEAL

Rotarians are engaged in a large number of “Water and Sanitation” projects
throughout the world, with enormous efforts being made by many people to cope with
this difficult issue. Nevertheless, the “Water and Sanitation” problem of the world
remains serious even nine years after the United Nations Millennium Declaration.

Looking back over the way how the Tokyo Ebisu Rotary Club has dealt with the
“Water and Sanitation” issue in the past, one will be surprised by the changes that have
occurred over the past two years. As recently as just two years ago, our involvement
was passive, comprised of simply providing funds by way of donations. The 2008
Rotary International Convention in Los Angeles changed all this and inspired our Club
members to recognize the importance of our playing an active role in dealing with this
issue. Over the past year, we have proclaimed the importance of dealing with this
“Water and Sanitation” problem to tens of thousands of Rotarians in Japan and we have
commenced our project in Nepal.

If a similar change can take place in every Rotary Club around the world, Rotary
Clubs should be able to make significant progress towards great accomplishments.
Since the “Water and Sanitation” problem of each local community will differ, the
projects to tackle the problem cannot be uniform in either resolution strategy or solution
method. Rotarians are very well positioned to effectively carry out these projects by
virtue of our diverse ability to communicate with the various respective local
communities.

Tokyo Ebisu Rotary Club implores Rotarians from around the world to take the
following three measures for the purpose of coping with the “Water and Sanitation”
problem:

First, let us take action to create awareness again of the world’s present “Water
and Sanitation” situation. The “Water and Sanitation” problem is not one known by all.
Let us have all Rotarians well understand the “Water and Sanitation” issue.

Second, let us engage in information exchanges with the Rotary Clubs in the
regions having “Water and Sanitation” problems, and look into what our respective
Rotary Clubs can do. Let us visit the targeted problem regions, understand their
problems, and engage in close joint efforts with them. Such steps are essential to
achieving sustainable solutions for the “Water and Sanitation” problem.

And third, let us urge Rotary International to enter into collaboration with an
international organization with a view to effecting a comprehensive strategy for solving
the “Water and Sanitation” issue. Rotary International has a long history of acting
together with UNICEF as its partner for the welfare of the world. Comprehensive
collaboration between large and influential organizations will lead to effective
consolidation of individual projects and to global success in resolving the “Water and
Sanitation” issue.

In the process of our exerting of efforts to resolve the “Water and Sanitation”
problem, we Rotarians will advance international understanding, goodwill and peace,
thus realizing the Object of Rotary’s ideal of international service. Let us exert our
efforts in cooperation with other people of the world, dreaming of such achievements as
will be welcome by people of the respective regions and will be talked about to their
children for generations to come.

June 22, 2009
In Birmingham





